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Dear fellow members,

In this issue of our Bulletin | am delighted to update
you on further developments at our Institute.

In February this year, we welcomed Mr Giang Sovann
as our new Executive Director. In this position, he
will be responsible for the effective functioning
of our Secretariat and for the development and
implementation of all strategic plans for our
Institute. Sovann comes to us with more than 30 years
of financial and business management experience
in Canada, Singapore and the region having held
positions such as Finance Director, General Manager,
Executive Director, Regional Finance Director and
Chief Financial Officer of multinational company,
regional conglomerate, public entity and SGX listed
company.

Sovann graduated from the University of Regina,
Canada, with a Bachelor of Administration with
distinction and qualified as a Chartered Accountant
with the Canadian Institute of Chartered
Accountants. He is also a member of the Institute
of Certified Public Accountants of Singapore. A
Singapore Permanent Resident, he has stayed in
Singapore since 1969. Please join me in wishing
Sovann a successful and fulfilling career with our
Institute. | am sure all of you will be seeing and
hearing a lot more of Sovann as he assumes executive
responsibility for our affairs and assists your Council
in building up the profile and contributions of our
Institute in the development of the highest standard
of corporate governance in Singapore.

At our first Council meeting in January this year,
your Council also decided after much deliberation to
propose an amendment to the key appointments in

age

the Council by deleting the position of President and
adding an additional Vice Chairman. The executive
functions of the President will be assumed by the
Executive Director.

This change is subject to members’ approval of the
Institute’s Constitution at an Extraordinary General
Meeting to be called shortly. In the meantime the
following Council members have been elected/re-
elected:

Vice-Chairman
Vice-Chairman

Reggie Thein
Adrian Chan

(designate, subject
to amendment of the
Constitution)

Basil Chan

Treasurer and Chairman for
Finance Committee
Chairman, Membership
Committee

Lim Hock San

Chairperson, Professional
Development Committee

Mrs Yvonne Goh

Chairman, Advocacy and
Regulations Committee

Adrian Chan

Chairman, Publication &
Website Committee

Yeoh Oon Jin

Chairman, Disciplinary
Committee

Boon Yoon Chiang

Chairman, Annual
Conference Committee

Reggie Thein

Chairman, Board and
Director Services Committee

John Lim

In addition, an Executive Committee (Exco) chaired
by the Chairman and comprising the 2 Vice-Chairmen,
Treasurer and the Chairperson of the Membership,
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Professional Development and the Publication and
Website Committees has been formed. The primary
role of the Exco will be to develop and recommend
policies, strategies and budgets to the Council as
well as co-ordinate and oversee, on behalf of the
Council, the implementation of approved plans and
activities of the Institute.

As reported previously your Institute intends to
significantly step up its activities in the three core
areas of membership, professional development
and advocacy as well as other areas relevant to
the promotion and enhancement of corporate
governance and board effectiveness.

To this end, | am pleased to report that the first
batch of 28 successful participants of our SID-SMU
Executive Certificate in Directorship programme
received their certificates at a graduation ceremony
on Monday 29 March at the Singapore Management
University. We congratulate all the programme
graduates.

We are delighted to have been able to partner SMU
in this programme which has received very positive
feedback from all participants. It is expected that
the next and more advanced phase of this formal
training for directors will be introduced in the
second half of this year.

We hope more practicing and potential directors
will avail themselves of this opportunity and sign
up for the programme which will be scheduled on a
regular basis throughout the year. More details are
available from our Secretariat.

In addition, we are currently finalizing with
our partners a new Listed Company Directors’
Programme which will cover not only the roles and
responsibilities of a director but also those of an
Audit, Nominating and Remuneration Committee
member. Details of this programme tailored
specially for listed company directors and aspiring
directors will be available shortly.

Outside the area of training and professional
development, we will shortly be introducing
a Corporate Membership programme as well
as a Director Matching Service.  Appropriate
announcements for these two key initiatives will be
made within the next six weeks.

Last but certainly not least, | would like, on behalf
of our Council and all our members, to warmly
welcome Mr Willie JH Cheng to our Council. Willie
who was co-opted to the Council last month needs
no introduction. A former CEO of Accenture Pte
Ltd, Willie is currently a Board Member of Singapore
Press Holdings Ltd and NTUC Fairprice Co-operative
Limited amongst others. He is the Chairman of the
Lien Centre for Social Innovation and a past Chairman
of the National Volunteer and Philanthropy Centre.

I have no doubts that Willie who has been a member
of SID for many years will be a valuable asset to our
Institute in our efforts to achieve the highest levels
of corporate governance in Singapore.

John KM Lim
Chairman



